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Mem bersh ip Ben efits

Punch &  Ju ri sts —

PRA CDL members are automati cally joined to Punch &  Jurists. This provides
access to the ir sites : w w w .fedcrimlaw .com and www. ussguide.com via a
username and passw ord provi ded by Punch &  Jurists.  These sites  provide a
w ealth of  informati on of interest  to federal criminal defense law yers.  M embers
can also receive (and should) the Punch  &  Ju ri sts new slet ter via email as a PDF
attachment .  This is all included as part  of your PRACDL membership, although
if you w ere to subscribe indi vidually it  w ould cost  $199.00 per year, more than
tw ice the PRA CDL annual dues.

CLE Worksh ops and Sem inars —

PRA CDL offers w orkshops and seminars on a variety of legal topics. Sometimes
th ese are free to members and, w hen members have to pay, it i s alw ays at a
discount  of the price charged to non-members.  The 4 w orkshops offered last  year
w ere free of cost to  PRA CDL members.  PRA CDL w ill also str ive to get CLE credit
for members to use tow ards ful fi llment  of both their Commonw ealth of Puerto Rico
CLE requirements as w ell as tow ards the District  Court ’s CLE requirements for
CJA  Panel M embers.  This year PRA CDL plans to offer tw o seminars, tenta tiv ely
one w ill be in  M ay and the other in November.  Rachel Brill  is current ly the
Chairperson of the CLE Commit tee.

http://pracdl.typepad.com/pracdl/
mailto:pracdl@gmail.com
http://www.fedcrimlaw.com
http://www.ussguide.com
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PRACDL Blogs & PRACDL Gro up Li st serv —

The PRACDL Blog -and its sister blog Tr ialPrep - w hi le onl ine for anyone to read
and t ake advant age of all the materials and l inks cont ained in it , is a very useful
resource. Often  linked to in other w ell  know n crim inal law  blogs, one of th e posts
made it  int o a pet it ion for rehearing en banc before the First  Circuit . Explore it  and
use it.

PRA CDL members have regularly received emails from PRA CDL w ith att ached
copies of bri efs and other valuable informati on for use in their pract ice.  We have
now  set up a listserv – PRACDL Gr oup  – to w hich only PRACDL members may
belong.  This allow s all members to post t o the enti re group and receive the posts
from the entir e group.  The extent to w hich PRA CDL members join  the group w ill
determine how  successful this tool w ill be.  This w ill w ork just  as the
CJA FirstCircui t  Group or BOPWatch,  or NA CDL’s Listserv.  Al l members w ill have
an email address to w hich they can post  to the ent ire group via email.  You can
also reply to part icular messages by hi t t ing  reply to all in your email softw are.
This w ill also allow  for the uploading of br iefs and other legal memoranda onl ine
for access by al l members and w ill be used as our br ief bank  by accessing the
groups page online.  Members should save the group s email address -
pracdl -group@googlegroups.com - in  their  Contacts  lis t t o avoid  group emails
being sent  to the spam folder, as w ell as to be able to post  to the ent ire group as
t h e y  s e e  f i t .   T h e  P RA C D L  G r o u p ’ s  h o m e  p a g e  i s
ht tp:/ / groups.google.com/group/ pracd l-group but  you must  sign up by
respondi ng t o the group’s email invitat ion.

Tom  Lin coln  is currentl y the Chairperson of the Publicati ons Commit tee, w hich
oversees the PRA CDL Blogs as w ell as the PRA CDL Group Listserv.

Bri ef  Bank —

PRA CDL’s Brief  Bank has never been properly developed. As indicated  above, w e
w ill attempt  to create our Brief Bank online at t he PRA CDL Group page under
fi les.  How ever, depending on w hich is easier for members to access and use, w e
might  also decide for creating it  under a Gmail e-mail account , w hich allow s us
to p lace labels on the various briefs (or emails submitti ng the briefs). Which route
the Brief Bank takes is st i ll up for final decision.  The special Gmail account
(separate from the PRA CDL account) has already been set up .  It is
briefbank@gmail.com and PRA CDL members receive the passw ord to th is

http://pracdl.typepad.com/pracdl/
http://pracdl.typepad.com/trialprep/
mailto:pracdl-group@googlegroups.com
http://groups.google.com/group/pracdl-group
mailto:briefbank@gmail.com
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account  to sign into it .  The Federal Publ ic Defender’s Office in San Juan keeps an
online Brief Bank, but  as of now  it  is limited to briefs and legal memoranda from
the FPD’s Office itself.  PRACDL’s Brief Bank w ill include bri efs and i f possible the
respecti ve opinions from any criminal defense source.

Str ike  Force —

PRA CDL members enjoy the benefit of our Law yer’s A ssistance Stri ke Force.  It
is intend ed to bring support and representati on (if needed) to PRA CDL members
under atta ck for doing our job  as defense law yers.  Li nda Backi el is current ly the
Chairperson of th e Stri ke Force.  She is also eager to hear from att orneys w ith
issues PRACDL should know  about (w ith or w ithout  requests for help) and t he
availabi lity of others to int ervene w ith br iefs, etc., w hen requested, respect ing,
of course, any  at t orney 's request  for  conf ident ia l i t y  regar di ng
consultati ons/re quests for help.  PRA CDL really needs to get a collective sense
of issues of concern t o law yers in this di strict  and t o raise the profile of the
criminal defense bar as defenders of fund amental endangered principles.  You
may contact Li nda Backi el at lbackielr@gmail.com regardi ng  these matt ers.

Am icus Cur iae Comm it tee—

The PRACDL A micus Curiae Commit tee sometimes w orks in tandem w ith t he
Strike  Force. We had one example of an attorney coming  under attack in w hich
att orneys w orking  on the Strike Force assumed the representati on of the defense
attorney, and an Amicus Curiae br ief w as fi led on behalf of PRACDL.  There may
be cases in  w hich no Str ike Force representa tio n is involved and PRA CDL w ill file
an Amicus brief to express and promote policy concerns regarding t he criminal
justic e system. Whenever members have a case that t hey understands may merit
PRA CDL’s involvement  as amicus cur iae they should  contact PRA CDL via email
at pracd l@gmail.com. You may also contact an y of the Board M embers in the
contacts l ist.

Mentor ing Program—

PRACDL has long pr oposed assist ing  w ith the District  Court ’s Mentoring Program
for new  CJA Panel Members.  At  present,  all of the defense at torneys on the
Dist rict  Court ’s CJA Panel Commit tee are also members of PRACDL.

The criminal defense law yers current ly serving  on the CJA Commit tee are the

mailto:lbackielr@gmail.com
mailto:pracdl@gmail.com
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follow ing:

• Héctor Deliz - PRA CDL Member and past  Board M ember
• Joseph C. Law s, Jr. - FPD and PRA CDL Board M ember
• Thomas R. Lincoln - PRA CDL Secretary
• Epifanio Morales - PRA CDL Member
• Jorge E. Vega-Pacheco - PRA CDL Board M ember
• A lice Velázquez - PRA CDL Member
• José L. Novas-Debien - PRA CDL Board  Member (A lterna te M ember)

Rachel Brill —also a PRA CDL Board M ember— is the new  Nat ional CJA
Representati ve for the district  of Puerto Rico.

Chairing t he Court ’s CJA Commit tee is Dist rict  Judge A ida M . Delgado-Colón,
w ho is a past  Board M ember of PRA CDL and w as our first  Secretary. Distr ict
Judge Gustavo  Gelpí (past A FPD) and Chief Magistrate Ju dge Justo A renas are
also on the Commit tee, as is Magist rate Judge Bruce McGiverin (past  PRACDL
M ember). The Clerk of the Court  is also a member of the CJA  Commit tee.

The current PRA CDL Board submit ted a proposal to the Court ’s CJA  Commit tee
w herein PRA CDL members w ould serve as mentors in the Court ’s Mentoring
Program for new  CJA Panel members w ho the Commit tee determined had to go
through the mentoring pr ogram.  The plan approved by t he CJA Commit tee w as
recent ly submit ted to the ful l Court , w hich approved t he same as a one year pilot
program.

Forensic Exp ert s —

PRACDL is w orking in the preparat ion of a list  of Forensic Experts that  w ill be
made available to all members.

Sum m ari es of  Case Dock et Report s —

M onthly Summary Reports of Criminal Cases fi led in the District  of Puerto Rico,
their nature, etc., are distributed to all PRA CDL members.  Not only is th is of
assistance to members in know ing w hat i s going on in the District C ourt’s
Criminal Docket , but  members may then sign up t o receive not ices via the
CM/ECF system of any cases they may be interested in follow ing, or they can
then  go to the part icular case docket to see any moti ons or orders they a re



Pracdl 5

— founded 1991 —
an affiliate of the national association of criminal defense lawyers

inte rested in or review  case disposit ions w hich may be useful in negotiati ng  for
their ow n client s by comparison.

PRACDL Con tacts —

You may alw ays contact PRA CDL at pracd l@gmail.com - or by  mail at  the postal
address appearing on this lett erhead.  You may also contact any of the Board
M embers at their respecti ve e-mail addresses:

• M ariángela Tirado-Vales - Presid ent - mtvlaw @gmail.com
• Linda Backiel - Vice Presid ent - lbackielr@gmail.com 
• Thomas R. Lincoln - Secretary - tomlincoln@onelinkp r.net
• Jorge E. Rivera-Ortí z - Treasurer - jeroesq@aol.com
• Rachel Bril l - rabri ll@gmail.com
• Jason González-Delgado - jgdgglaw @gmail.com
• Joseph C. Law s, Jr. - jlaw s@coqui.net  
• José L. Novas-Debién - jnovas@caribe.net  
• Jorge E. Vega-Pacheco - jorge.vegapacheco@gmail.com

Poli cy Statem ents—

The PRA CDL Board, in conjuncti on w ith PRA CDL members issues policy
statements on various matt ers affecting  the criminal just ice system. It  also
distrib utes to members  so-called Best Practi ces for Crim inal Defense Law yers to
follow  in various areas of our criminal defense pract ice, to assist  members and
non-members alike in the practi ce of our chosen vocati on. 

Suggestions are alw ays welcom ed.

mailto:pracdl@gmail.com
mailto:mtvlaw@gmail.com
mailto:lbackielr@gmail.com
mailto:tomlincoln@onelinkpr.net
mailto:jeroesq@aol.com
mailto:rabrill@gmail.com
mailto:jgdgglaw@gmail.com
mailto:jlaws@coqui.net
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